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LONDON (Reuters) — Royal Dutch Shell expects a landmark corruption trial over a Nigerian oil deal to last

many months, warning staff of continued critical media coverage in the $1.3 billion case, according to an
internal memo seen by Reuters.
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Shell’s Legal Director Donny Ching encouraged employees to study an internal web page that the Anglo-
Dutch company set up for the case before responding to questions from relatives and friends.

Shell and Italian peer Eni are defendants in a Milan bribery trial, now in its early stages, focusing on the 2011
purchase of Nigeria’s OPL 245 offshore oilfield for about $1.3 billion.

Eni CEO Claudio Descalzi and four ex-Shell managers, including former Shell Foundation Chairman Malcolm
Brinded, are also on trial in one of the largest cases in the history of the oil and gas industry. All the accused
have denied wrongdoing.

Milan prosecutors allege bribes were paid to win the license to explore the field which, because of disputes,
has never entered into production.

“We do not yet know how long the trial will last but expect this to be many months, continuing into next year,”
Ching said in the Sept. 20 memo, provided to Reuters by John Donovan, who runs the independent
royaldutchshellplc.com website.

The website often serves as a forum to criticize the oil major.

A Shell spokesman confirmed the authenticity of the document.

“We expect to see continued, often critical, media coverage around this issue,” the memo addressed to all
Shell staff said.

“As a result, | appreciate that you may find yourself having to respond to questions from relatives and friends.
You can find more information about the case, which may also help with those discussions, on the OPL 245
intranet web page.”

“Based on our review of the evidence available to us, we maintain there is no basis on which to convict Shell
or its former employees. We will vigorously defend our position and believe that the trial judges will conclude

that there is no case for us to answer,” Ching wrote.

The Anglo-Dutch company also said that it was unclear if the conviction of two men over corruption in the
deal in a separate case in Italy last month would have any impact on the larger case.

Shell distanced itself from the two men — Nigerian Emeka Obi and Italian Gianluca Di Nardo — who were
found guilty of international corruption and each given four-year jail sentences.

“I would like to be clear that neither individual worked on behalf of Shell and Shell was not a party to their fast-
track trial,” Ching said.
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“At this point, it is difficult to read anything into this verdict as far as the outcome of the trial in Milan involving
Shell and its former employees is concerned,” the memo said.

“I would therefore ask you not to engage in speculation on this.”

Reporting by Ron Bousso; Editing by Adrian Croft

Share This:

Canada’s Enbridge to resume operations in 30-inch gas line in British Columbia
Five Things to Know in World Business Today

More News Articles

Enbridge to pay higher dividends to shareholders next year and sell some assets
Surge in U.S. shale hedging to boost drilling in 2018
Alberta Premier Rachel Notley’s pro-pipeline tour well-received in Calgary

Suncor starts process to add 700 megawatts of oilsands cogeneration

NEW SHOWCASE DIRECTORY COMPANIES

XPERTS IN ASSET MANAGEMENT

e

https://energynow.com/2018/10/shell-sees-nigeria-corruption-trial-lasting-many-months-memo/ 3/9



12/10/2018 Shell sees Nigeria corruption trial lasting many months: memo - Energy News for the United States Oil & Gas Industry | EnergyNow.com

energy services

stepenergyservices.com

0 ) FREE E-MAIL SIGN UP

OO ) VISIT SHOWCASE DIRECTORY

0 ) SHOWCASE PRICING

SPECIALIZED DESANDERS INC™

The Wost Trusted Smd Solution

Shield your surface infrastructure from the
hazards associated with particulate
production using our durable 100-micron
screen SynPOLTM Desander!

Contact us today at:

desanders.com in f

https://energynow.com/2018/10/shell-sees-nigeria-corruption-trial-lasting-many-months-memo/ 4/9



12/10/2018 Shell sees Nigeria corruption trial lasting many months: memo - Energy News for the United States Oil & Gas Industry | EnergyNow.com

FEATURED VIDEO

U G
@tiazioc INTRODUCTORY
Heatels VIDEO

Safe heat when you need it!

COMMODITIES

Live Feed

https://energynow.com/2018/10/shell-sees-nigeria-corruption-trial-lasting-many-months-memo/ 5/9



12/10/2018 Shell sees Nigeria corruption trial lasting many months: memo - Energy News for the United States Oil & Gas Industry | EnergyNow.com

Market quotes are powered by

TradingView.com

https://energynow.com/2018/10/shell-sees-nigeria-corruption-trial-lasting-many-months-memo/ 6/9



12/10/2018

Shell sees Nigeria corruption trial lasting many months: memo - Energy News for the United States Oil & Gas Industry | EnergyNow.com

'..0
s ® 5

.O
-

>

"‘
sml
EXTROME YOLOMATICS CORP. ¥
- Q. .
LL5F il o’ S
TR

OPTIMIZE PRODUCTION OF

YOUR WELL

PLUNGER LIFT
SYSTEMS

& ALiEn="

@ Cyclops”

GET THE sOLUTION.
Eiris”

UPCOMING EVENTS

14 Society of Exploration Geophysicists International Exposition and 88th Annual Meeting

ocT
16 Permian Basin International Oil Show

ocT
22 Argus Biofuels and Carbon Markets Summit
ocT

23 The SPE London Conference: 23 October 2018, London

ocT

05 Arctic Technology Conference (ATC)

Nov

https://energynow.com/2018/10/shell-sees-nigeria-corruption-trial-lasting-many-months-memo/

79



12/10/2018 Shell sees Nigeria corruption trial lasting many months: memo - Energy News for the United States Oil & Gas Industry | EnergyNow.com

MONTHLY POLL

How important is it to you that the United States produces all of its own energy and becomes
energy independent?

) Very important

() Somewhat important
() Not so important

) Not important at all

Cast your vote or see how others voted

VOTE

ABOUT ENERGYNOW

EnergyNow is an online energy news and data media service dedicated to providing essential up to-date information on
the United States energy industry.

We provide live feeds designed to help energy professionals, field personnel, business owners, and senior business
leaders get the latest energy news and data, energy industry press releases and energy job and event listings.

Help us to improve EnergyNow, Give us your feedback

GIVE US FEEDBACK

QUICK LINKS

Home
News
Data
Jobs
Events

https://energynow.com/2018/10/shell-sees-nigeria-corruption-trial-lasting-many-months-memo/ 8/9



12/10/2018 Shell sees Nigeria corruption trial lasting many months: memo - Energy News for the United States Oil & Gas Industry | EnergyNow.com

Toolbox
Contact
Advertise
SUBSCRIBE

0006

USEFUL LINKS

w »,1 energy
DA N - )

L L

;e (

)

AESC

INGS | ! el

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

© EnergyNow 2018.

https://energynow.com/2018/10/shell-sees-nigeria-corruption-trial-lasting-many-months-memo/ 9/9



